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The Solicitor  has filed  a motion to  approve  settlements   of
the eight  violations  involved in this  case.     The  total   of  the
originally assessed  penalties was  $469 and the  total   of  the
proposed  settlements  is $405.

The  Solicitor's motion  discusses  the  violations   in  light   of
the  six statutory criteria set forth  in  section  110(i)  of  the
Federal   Mine Safety and Health Act  of 1977.     The Solicitor  repre-
sents  that a reduction from the original   assessments   is  warranted
because  the  size  of  the mine was  incorrectly stated  by  the  Office
of  Assessments  at the time of the  original   assessment.     An  esti-
mated figure of 200,000 tons  of coal  for the year  1986 was   used
by the  Office  of Assessments  to compute  the  penalties   involved   in
the case.    Reports  submitted  by the operator,   however,   show  that
the  production  of coal  for  its mine  in  1986  did  not  exceed  80,000
tons  of  coal.    The Solicitor  accepts  this  information  and  repre-
sents  that  proposed settlements reflect  the  actual   size  of  the
operator.

The proposed settlements represent modest  reductions  from
the original  assessments.    In light of new data regarding  the
operator's  correct size and the other criteria set forth  in  sec-
tion  110(1),  I  accept the Solicitor's representations  and
approved recommended settlements.

710e  I  have  also   considered  the  evidence
